
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1356 

Main Petitioner: Rebecca Docherty 

Subject: Quarriers Charter for Young Homeless People 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to take practical 
actions with all relevant stakeholders to support and implement Our Charter: 
Quarriers Charter for Young Homeless People.   

Background  

The background information to the petition sets out how the Charter was 
developed and what the Charter contains. The petitioner also sets out what 
she considers is needed to fulfil the aims of the charter, namely:   

 “the Scottish Government to develop an integrated strategy for 
supported accommodation which includes all the aspirations of Our 
Charter, and to work with all agencies across the UK to help put this 
into practice 

 local authorities and housing providers to ensure that their processes 
are responsive to the needs of young homeless people in line with Our 
Charter and that policy implementation reflects this 

 DWP to reform the housing benefits system to ensure that young 
homeless people are not forced to move into an empty tenancy, and 
that they get an equal opportunity to access further education” 

Scottish Government Action  

 

Recently, the Scottish Government established a Cross Sector Supported 
Accommodation Working Group.1 The Group met for the first time on 22 
March 2010 and intends to provide recommendations to the Scottish 
Government on the development of supported accommodation for those at 

                                                 
1
 See further details at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-
Environment/Housing/access/homeless/CSSuppAcWG/RemitofGroup 

 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1356.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/access/homeless/CSSuppAcWG/RemitofGroup
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/access/homeless/CSSuppAcWG/RemitofGroup
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risk of homelessness, including young people, by February 2011. Quarriers 
have a representative on the Working Group. 

The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 and the Homelessness etc (Scotland) Act 
2003 extended local authorities’ duties in relation to homeless persons. In 
particular, the 2003 Act established new priority need groups of 16 and 17 
year olds and those aged 18-20 years and at risk of sexual/financial 
exploitation, misuse of alcohol or drugs, or formally looked after by local 
authority when they left school. 

Local Authority Action  

Under the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 local authorities must develop 
homelessness strategies for their area. These strategies should take into 
account the particular needs of homeless children and young people. Joint 
COSLA and Scottish Government guidance2 on homelessness prevention, 
issued in 2009, stresses the need for local authorities to carefully plan for 
young people leaving care so that they do not enter the homelessness system 
and that it is, “important to maintain regular and proportionate contact with 
young people who have left the looked after system”. 

Local authorities also plan for housing support services in their area to allow 
individuals to remain in their own homes. Services will be provided by a range 
of organisations.  

Benefits 

The benefits system is a reserved matter. 

Research  

In 2008 the Joseph Rowntree Foundation published research on Youth 
Homelessness in the UK.  It concluded that, within the four countries of the 
UK,3   “…there was a widespread consensus amongst agency representatives 
that policy on homelessness generally, and youth homelessness specifically, 
was moving in the right direction. Young people, however, did not concur with 
this view because of the challenges they faced with finding housing”. The 
study also found that challenges still existed in inter-agency working, often 
arising from resource constraints and a lack of understanding of organisational 
roles and that there was a need to take the prevention agenda further forward.  

 
Kate Berry  
SPICe Research  
19 July 2010 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/274719/0082198.pdf 
3Quilgars, Johnsen and Peace (2008) Youth Homeless in the UK  
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/2220-homelessness-young-people.pdf 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/2220-homelessness-young-people.pdf
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

 

mailto:spice@scottish.parliament.uk

